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            What are Relatives Anyway?


            


            We hear about the relatives coming, usually right before big events or holidays.  Who are these people and why are they eating your food?  Don't even get me started on the face squashing.


            


            I, being the author of this notebook, just love relatives.   They are part of our history.  They help us figure out those weird little personality things that we have but no one else does.  What about your nose or your ears?  Why are you so smart in one subject but have to try really hard in another?  Why do you like to tease even though you know your going to get yelled at?   Some things you share with your "relatives" and some things you just created all by yourself.  


            


            Here is a book with a little bit of information on the always changing family that started with Clare and Mary Keppen.  I say ever changing because every year new babies are born and we welcome new family members when one of us gets married.


            


            By the time you read this book we will most certainly have new relatives to add to it.


            


            We are all happy you are a relative.
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            Clare married Mary


          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            Clare and Mary raised all of their children to be hard workers and dedicated family members. All of them have strong beliefs and opinions. They are all honest and each one of them would help anyone who needed it.


            


          

        

        
          
            This is where it all started for this leg of the Keppen family.  
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            Clare Franklyn Keppen


            	married


            Mary June Wilkinson


            


            	Kids:


            	


            	Randolph William Keppen


            		married


            		Kathleen Ann Knutson


            	Donna Lee Keppen


            		married


            		David Lloyd Oines


            	Steven Michael Keppen


            		married


            		Myrna Kay Poppe


            	Raymond James Keppen


            		married


            		Pamela Lynn McNary


            	James Jeffrey Keppen


            	Elizabeth Anne Keppen


            		married


            		Joseph Earl Chounard


            	Charles Joseph Keppen


            		married


            		Michele Yvonne Carleen


            	Katherine Jean Keppen


            		married


            		Christopher Henry Funk


            	Robin Ann Keppen


            		married


            		Patrick James Kerrigan
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            Clare or CF as his daughter Robin called him was born  on August 22, 1923 in or around Zell, SD.  He has a brother named Blaine and a sister named Gloryann.  Of course they both have kids and their kids have kids so there is a whole new batch of relatives.  According to Blaine Keppen the Keppens are German.


          

        

        
          
            On July 19th, 1994 Clare died.  That was a very sad day because so many people loved him so much.  


            


            They still think about him and tell funny stories and every one of his kids and the grandkid's that know him carries a piece of him around.  That is a relative thing and why you have to visit with those pesky relatives when they come.  They have a little piece of Clare Keppen in them the same way you have a little piece of Clare Keppen in you.  


            


            If you like to play pranks or quietly tease your friends you might get that from Clare.
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            How do others describe Clare?


            


            Affectionate, ornery, set in his ways, family man with his life revolving around his kids.


            


            Clare was a hard working man. He loved his family and wanted the best for them. He also had a strong opinion on life’s happenings.


            


            Hardworking, loved fishing and new gadgets.  He was a practical joker and proud parent.


            


            Tough!


            


            I think EVERY DAY "what would Dad think about this?"


            


            I really liked my dad, he was a good guy.
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            The Final Goodbye


            Erin Kerrigan 


            


            Let it be on a cloudless Sunday, 


            under God’s endless sky, his chapel. 


            Away from the confines of walls and windows, 


            gather in a garden in full flower or a green park.  


            Let me feel the warmth of the spring sun on 


            my face one final time.   


            


            Dress me in yellow, or a cheery color, 


            with the necklace Auntie gave me;  


            you know the one.  


            And the ring I’ve worn since I turned 


            thirteen.


            


            Surround me with flowers, 


            wild roses if you can find them


            or irises with their deep purple petals.  


            Play joyful music, something upbeat and gay


            for I am headed to a better place.  


            


            I don’t want mournful tears, 


            black dresses or the weight of sorrow.  


            Let it be a celebration of a 


            life lived and friendships made.


            


            So, gather together the family


            like the reunions every summer.  


            Tell stories about my mishaps; 


            I’ve given you enough to choose from


            Laugh, long and loud.  


            I’ll be with you laughing too.  
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            Lunch with Grandfather 


            By Erin Kerrigan


            


            Grandfather sits before me, a smile crumples the leathery skin around his 


            eyes and mouth; a face from photographs.  


            When he begins to speak his voice is as I imagined; 


            warmth and gravel.  


            


            We wait at a small café table, as he gulps strong black coffee.  


            The quiet hum of conversation washes over the room built upon by our own.


            He makes me smile with stories of young aunts and uncles, his childhood and life.  


            He draws on laughter with tales of pranks and silly games.  


            On to the war, harder times. 


            Some I have heard, in other words, form other’s lips.  


            


            As the young waitress sets steaming bowls of soup 


            before us, he lightens the air with a joke and a grin.  


            Grandfather asks about school,  about boys and my goals for the future.  


            He tells me to keep dreaming but never stop working.  


            I find myself speaking, words without end spill from unresisting lips; 


            friendship, fears, dreams.  


            I want to tell him everything and listen to his voice, to hear sage advice and 


            understanding.  


            


            What would it be like to have just one meal with the man I have never met but


            long to speak to? 


            The mug is empty, the soup is gone and so too is the man.  


            


            Now all I have are stories, pictures and a quickly fading dream.  
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            Mary June was born on November 12, 1924 in St. Louis, Missouri.  Her dad was Randolph Burt Wilkinson and he was mostly English.  Her mom was Evelyn Mohr and she was half Irish and half French.  When Mary was still a little girl her mom moved her to Chicago with her little brother, Jim.


          

        

        
          
            Mary was a wild child when she was young.  If you have trouble with rule following you might get that from her.  She has more stories about crazy things she did when she was young than anyone I know.


            


            Well she married a young sailor named Clare and then went on to have a bunch of kids.  She also has stories about 'wringer washers' and the two seater out house.  She raised most of the kids on a farm and let them have all kinds of crazy pets like Hitler the Owl, Raccoons, Squirrels, Rabbits, of course dogs, and who knows what else.
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            How do others describe Mary?


            


            Mary is a loving and dedicated Mother. She has some great stories to tell of her children’s growing up years. She is patient and laid back. She worked hard in her life to raise all of her children.


            


            She is a loving mom, supportive wife, loves to visit, very outgoing and talks to strangers.  She has beautiful blue eyes that she hates.


            


            Proud Mother of our family.  I think EVERY DAY "gosh, I sound like Mom".


            


            Funny.


            


            Work horse and survivor.  It is unbelievable what she was able to do.
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            Randolph William  "Randy" Keppen married  Kathy


          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            Randy is the oldest boy.  He is very smart and people usually do what he says.  Well sometimes he is wrong but then we just don't tell him.


            


            Randy and Kathy had two kids, Eric and Angie.


          

        

        
          
            Eric has two daughters, Liz and Erica.  They have both graduated now but the picture above has all three of them in it so I choose that.


          

        

        
          
            Angie married Chad and then they had two boys, Gus and Jack.  The boys love sports and I think they might be famous someday.
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            How do others describe Randy?


            


            Loving, affectionate, family man, and very intelligent.


            


            Randy takes after his father. He is a hard worker and tries his best to support his family whenever needed. Stories are that he liked to “rumble” in high school. This seems hard to believe. Must have just been the popular thing to do at that time!


            


            "The Rock"


            


            He is a hard working family man.  He loves basketball, cars, and his grandkid's.


            


            Strong family man, keeper of family.


            


            He is a pretty good guy.  I have known him since we were kids.
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            Donna Lee Keppen married David Lloyd Oines


          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            Donna and David still live in Madison, SD.  They had two girls; Tracy and Nicole.  Both Tracy and Nicolle married guys and had two kids each.  This family loves twos.


          

        

        
          
            Tracy married Dave Drew.  Since the above picture was taken, Dave has changed his hair color.


            


            Hunter and Alley are their children.


          

        

        
          
            Nicolle or Nicky  married Rob Johnson.  They have two daughters, Jadin and Sage.


            


            They are able to move around and see new places.
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            How do others describe Donna?


            


            Caring, affectionate, loving


            


            Donna is a hard worker. She has a beautiful house and garden and takes such good care of her family.


            


            Motherly


            


            She is hard working.  She is a dedicated wife, mother, and grandmother.  She loves gardening and cooking.


            


            Sentimental, hardworking.
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            Steven Michael Keppen married Myrna Kay Poppe
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            If you are ever in South Dakota on Christmas Eve you should go to Steve and Myrna's house in Volga for Oyster Stew.  It is a tradition.


            Steve and Myrna are both really smart and they passed that smart gene to their boys.  Smart comes in many varieties so while Steve could probably help solve complicated math problems, he can't fix a lawn mower very good.


          

        

        
          
            Benjamin Joseph or BJ as we call him married Katie.  They have one boy so far, Braxton Joseph.  Even though Braxton has the same initials as his dad we are not suppose to call him BJ.  Isn't that weird.


          

        

        
          
            The oldest son is Greg.  He married Janell and they have Keah and Mattisyn.  Greg was a race car driver and likes to help his dad with cattle chores.  He is also a very organized guy.


          

        

        
          
            Steve and Myrna had two boys, Gregory (Greg) Franklin Keppen and Benjamin (BJ) Joseph Keppen.  Greg has the same middle name as his grandpa Clare.


          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
        
          
            What are Relatives Anyway?


          

        

        
          
            25


          

        

        
          
            How do others describe Steve?


            


            Absent minded professor, cattle lover, family man.


            


            Steve is a hard worker. He has many irons in the fire. He is also a great thinker. You can ask him a question and think he is not going to reply. He does reply a while later, after he thought over his response a lot.


            


            Professor


            


            He is hardworking, a teacher, and a "hobby farmer".  He loves basketball and being a grandpa.


            


            Deep thinker, solid.


            


            He was a pain in the neck when we were little but he turned out OK.
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            Raymond James Keppen married Pamela Lynn McNary


          

        

        
          
            We are leaving the families of just two now.  This might start getting interesting.  Ray and Pam had four kids;  Joe, Rob, Kristina, and Stephanie.   One the next page I have them and their families in groups


          

        

        
          
            Joe the oldest son married Monica.  They have two sons right now; Kory and Riley.  


            


            Rob, the next oldest, married Amy.  We look forward to their kids.


            


            Kristina, or Cusser, has one beautiful little spit-fire of a daughter, Myah.  On April 21, 2012 she married Mike Starr.  Not only did we add Mike to the family but his two kids also, Brandon and Abby.


            


            Stephanie is living in Colorado as I write this.  We hope her adventures bring her home often.
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            Joe, Monica, Kory & Riley


          

        

        
          
            Rob and Amy Keppen


          

        

        
          
            Kristina, Mike, Brandon,


            Abi, and Myah.


          

        

        
          
            Stephanie Keppen
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            How do others describe Ray?


            


            Loving, affectionate, family man.


            


            Ray is famous for quotes. Here are 3 of them: 


            #1. Life is too good for words…so be quiet. 


            #2. Food is food! If you are hungry you will eat. 


            #3.: You can’t fix stupid! 


            


            He is a hard worker and dedicated family man.


            


            Philosophical


            


            He is hardworking, funny, and a teaser.  He loves basketball, baseball, and his grandchildren.


            


            Ray said "I'm raising men, not boys", I have thought of that statement many times trying to raise mine.


            


            Resourceful, independent.


            


            Fun loving, happy guy.
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            Jim lives the farthest away from Madison, South Dakota right now in Atlanta, Georgia.  His daughter Molly holds the official position of youngest grandchild of Clare and Mary Keppen.  Jim had three handsome sons to watch over and sometimes tease their younger sister.  I think all three sons ended up with that teasing piece of Clare.


            


            Jeff, the oldest son, married Jennie and they have two great girls.  Anna Clare followed by Flynn.


            


            Dusty, the kind and patient middle son, married Theresa and they have Weston William.  


            


            James Jeffrey or Jay as we call him married Courtney.  They are such a cute couple and are sure to add more Keppens to the world.


            


            Molly isn't married yet because I am sure her dad doesn't want her even dating yet.  She will do great things so watch out.
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            How do others describe Jim?


            


            Work-a-holic, loving caring person.


            


            Jim is a hard worker. He is highly motivated to make a good living. He is a good father.


            


            Perfect (This may be a self portrait.)


            


            He is hard working and a dedicated father.  He loves baseball and basketball.


            


            He is a great host, a devoted father who will get back at you if you make fun if his kids, and the famous Big Papa.


            


            Mysterious
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            Elizabeth Keppen married  Joe Chounard


          

        

        
          
            Elizabeth or Beth or Martha as her brother calls her married Joe Chounard.  Beth had Charlie and Matt.  Joe had Maria and Nicky.  When they married they became a big family.  When you go to their house there is always a happy welcoming pile of shoes right in front of the door.  It makes you want to take yours off and stay.


            


            Maria married Brian Bunes and they have three boys; Tyler, Caden, and Blake.


            


            Charlie and Matt Kleven are not married but will be great husband material.  They both have big pieces of Clare Keppen so I may consider adding extra pages for their kids, grandkid's, and great grandkid's.


          

        

        
          
            Nicky isn't married yet either.  You can tell by the color of her father's beard that she is dating.


            


            She one of the few cousins that I have known personally that has not spent quality time on the dark side.  You don't know what that is yet but your parents do.
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            How do others describe Beth?


            


            The most loving caring person in the whole Keppen family.


            


            Beth is a hard worker. She has a green thumb and has a beautiful garden and yard. She is a very loving and caring person and would do anything to help people.


            


            Kind


            


            She is hardworking, a king loving sister, a best friend, a mother, and a master gardener.  She has a giant heart that she wears on her sleeve and will do whatever she can to help people be their best.


            


            My memory, my friend, my loving sister.
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            Charles Joseph  "Charlie" Keppen married  Michele


          

        

        
          
            Charlie is the youngest of the boys.  He married a great girl, me!  We have two girls and one boy.  Teryl is the oldest, Cassie is  in the middle, and then Chandler is the youngest.


          

        

        
          
            Teryl married Rob Hein who had three great kids, Payton, Eli, and Mia.  They have supper with us almost every other Friday.


          

        

        
          
            Cassie just married Jerry Beech.  Of course Tyan is in the picture also.  They live in Sioux Falls now so very close to us.


          

        

        
          
            And finally Chandler.  If you talk to him he will tell you he will be a great sports star someday.  We never worry about his confidence.
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            How do others describe Charlie?


            


            Unpredictable, loving, work-a-holic.


            


            Charlie is a hard worker. He has become a very successful contractor. He enjoys having fun in life. He is a caring and loving father and person.


            


            Big ego.


            


            My little brother who has pulled me up many times.  


            


            Strong and loving.


            


            Hardworking, shrewd business man, funny, pilot, adventurer.
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            Kate Keppen married  Chris Funk


          

        

        
          
            Kate and Chris just moved a little north of Madison to Lake Campbell.  Ryan was an only child and could have turned out really spoiled.  Instead he turned out really good and now has two boys of his own.  Kate and Chris like water and airplanes.  


          

        

        
          
            This is Ryan with Anita (Anna) and their two sons;Oliver and Oscar.  Oscar was just born in 2011 so he isn't very old in this picture.


            They live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota right now and visit Madison often.  Oliver and Oscar have a very devoted Grandma Kate who loves to spoil them.
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            How do others describe Kate?


            


            Independent, sassy, wonderful woman.


            


            Katie is a hard worker. She loves her family. She is practical yet likes to have fun in life too.


            


            Loner


            


            Organized, softer than she lets on, loves being a Grandma.


            


            Hardworking, dedicated loving sister, best friend, excellent poor girl!
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            Robin Keppen married  Patrick


          

        

        
          
            Robin is the baby of the family.  She is very competitive, nice, and smart to have married Pat.  They have three kids; Mike, McKenzie, and Erin.  Robin and Pat live north of Minneapolis/St Paul in Ham Lake.


            


            Mike married Morgan and they have one son named Taden.  Mike and Morgan live in Canastota, SD right now.


            


            McKenzie graduated and is going to college.  You never know for sure what they will do after college but we think she might be a nurse.  Sometimes you go to college for years to be a doctor and when your done you decide to grow flowers instead.  You might want to watch out for that depending on who is paying.


            


            Erin can be anything.  She is a really good cook and sells Christmas candy she made herself.  With the money she makes from candy sales she travels around the world.  Erin would make a good president or just about anything.  We will have to watch what she does.
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            How do others describe Robin?


            


            Most independent, caring, joyful, happy girl.


            


            Robin is a very hard worker and a dedicate parent. She is very intelligent and likes to spend time with her family. She is understanding and caring.


            


            The baby.


            


            Strong, adaptable, competitive, helpful, fun loving.


            


            Robin herself offered spoiled but no one else even thought of that.  
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            Ancestors 


            


            I come from a ragged line hung on an old oak, 


            the last daughter in a line of sons. 


            Afraid of spiders and the daunting heights but 


            not of flying.  I believe all the stories of who I was;


            a hard worker, a free soul, an adventurer 


            spurred by the scent of sea air, a smell like salt.  


            They say song spilled from my lips, long before 


            words came but that was long 


            before I could understand the weight of life.  


            The need to know has driven me to find the music 


            in my soul.  I am the whispering wind, 


            the crashing waves, a starry sky,


            imagination running wild. I am from


            the bustling kitchen, beating heart of the home, 


            from the smell of new leather and a father’s 


            care.  I am from Sunday psalms, 


            and prayers said on bended knees.  For that 


            I am grateful. I am from a loving home, 


            the Emerald Isle. From the war times, the difficult times, 


            with nine mouths to feed and husband gone.  


            I am from a heart attack that stole a grandfather 


            from his family.  Raised on the sound of


             laughter pouring through the halls 


            of grandma’s house spilling over with family. 


            I am from the smell of roasted pig, 


            the smell of summertime, accompanied by 


            wood smoke on the beach of the North Shore.  


            I am from the lessons of life learned by others 


            and the decisions that affect so many.  
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            Ancestors 


            by Erin Kerrigan


            


            I come from a ragged line hung on an old oak, the last daughter in a line of sons. 


            Afraid of spiders and the daunting heights but 


            not of flying.  I believe all the stories of who I was;


            a hard worker, a free soul, an adventurer 


            spurred by the scent of sea air, a smell like salt.  


            They say song spilled from my lips, long before 


            words came but that was long 


            before I could understand the weight of life.  


            The need to know has driven me to find the music 


            in my soul.  I am the whispering wind, 


            the crashing waves, a starry sky,


            imagination running wild. I am from


            the bustling kitchen, beating heart of the home, 


            from the smell of new leather and a father’s 


            care.  I am from Sunday psalms, 


            and prayers said on bended knees.  For that 


            I am grateful. I am from a loving home, 


            the Emerald Isle. From the war times, the difficult times, 


            with nine mouths to feed and husband gone.  


            I am from a heart attack that stole a grandfather 


            from his family.  Raised on the sound of


             laughter pouring through the halls 


            of grandma’s house spilling over with family. 


            I am from the smell of roasted pig, 


            the smell of summertime, accompanied by 


            wood smoke on the beach of the North Shore.  


            I am from the lessons of life learned by others 


            


            and the decisions that affect so many.  


            When we come to terms we can remember the ties


             that keep us together.  I am from 


            the unconditional love of family.  


            That seems like so many but when you get to thinking about how many of those 25 have had children and are still  starting families of their own, wow.  The Keppen family could almost start their own country someday.
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            Above is a fan chart for Clare Keppen.  You might need this for school someday and I want you to get a good grade.  It shows his parents, grand parents, and some of the greats.


            


            Clare's brother Blaine says they are all German.
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            This is a fan chart of Mary's parents, grand parents and so on.   What is very interesting with this family is that Frederick Mohr, her grand father, and Catherine Murray were ever married at all.  Back when they were married French men just didn't marry Irish girls.  Good thing they did or none of us would be who we are or even around at all.


            


            Again why relatives are important and why we share our food with them when they come to visit.
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Busy Velga family voted 20%2“
Charolais Family of the Year

n Charolais combines passion and
profesmonnlim for a successful family business

by Amy Blum

Contractor, basketball player, basket-
ball coach, mathematics teacher, pilot,
quality control technician, rancher, father,
husband, mother, wife ... such a list of
mln-ltcbllmuhmnhnf
non-related topics merely intended to fill
space.

However, for anyone who knows Steve
and Mymna Keppen of Volga, South Dako-
ta, this list is merely the tip of the iceberg
waiting to tell the story of a hardworking,
humble and steadfst Charolais family —
a family recently named South Dakota
Charolais Bresders Association 2006 Fam-
ily of the Year.

Steve and Myma Keppen, who will be
married for 37 years on October 3, began
Keppen Charolais on the west side of the
Volga city limits in 1987.

business, Steve and Myrna built and sold
‘houses during the summer months. Other
teachers, Steve’s brothers Randy, Ray,
Charlie and Jim — along with brother-in-
law Delane — worked with the couple.

But, Steve and Myrna wanted to teach
their boys a good wark ethic and responsi-
bility. So, it seemsd that going back to the
farm was the wisest decision. As Steve put
it, “you can't taks the country out of & coun-
try boy,” and the family was soon looking
for land.

Luckily, they found their current acreage
in eastern South Dakota near Brookings.
Steve and Myrna initially operated a
small herd of commercial cows. But, they
decided to focus on high quality cattleina
small purebred berd. The next step was

'We'um\ndlym'hu‘bhudh
choose at first,” Steve said. “ remembered
Charolsis bulls from nity dairy years, but I
also remembered heating about terrible
calving ease problems.”

Thankftlly, the family did sorne home-
werk and realized calving ease was a non-

wsue.

“Calving, ease turnbd out not to be a
problem,” Steve said; “In fact, when we
switched to purebred ibarolais, we had
hlhhrhnthwe@u“mththm

Steve used to joke about expecting 85-
90 pound calves in the family’s Charolais
‘herd that reached 800 pounds at weaning
time. In fact, he thought such a scenario
‘wasn't even possible.

“I was wrong!” Steve noted, “These calves
have great performance.”

The Keppens knew they wanted to start
out small. So, they began their purebred
‘herd in 1987 with six heifer calf pairs from
Wienk Charolais. Because Steve and
Myrna chose to collect embryos from that
seedstock, the majority of their current
herd goes right back to the original stock.

“We don’t have any purebred females
that weren't born and raised on the place,”
Steve noted.

Keppen Charolais ~ which today con-
sists of Steve, Myrna, their two sons Greg
and BJ, Steve's brother Ray, his wife Pam
and their children — now runs 100 head of

Bulls and females are marketed

WRC
M4575

by private treaty. They wean in EPDs:
the first week of October and pre- Caiving
fer to bave buyers look at the Do
calves while they are still on the In 2
cows. By late November, repeat g0
buyers start selecting their bulls. {scame
“Last year, wesuldmn-lntlm!l
kbt oo 1 = o
‘sale. Gm'gna.l a
is to offer more bulls in the Average IMF % in last
future.” m”mm
The Keppen Fumily also: opurs “
ates on the philosophy of: “If you This years percentuges vl
have to cull half of offspring,
you hitve the wrong herd tostars |  Will soon be availablel
with. We want our customers to
el a uniform set of high quality calves.” Herd Sire Prospect:

They stick to their philosophy carefuily. .

*“We have culled our females really hard,” AT R R R
Steve said. “But we've worked hard to start sue 91 2808 @7 T P .02
with high quality cattle, o if you weré to 542 %21 22308 %6 T3 P 08
look at 100 of our calves, 'm confident you 5200 Ti2 . 3205 97 7% P [
couldn’t find many to cull.” 5205 9021 3305 88 763 P 23

Any females the family decides not to s42 712 3905 2 &4 P 18
retain are kept for buyers to reference until Sess %021 31006 97 TR P 5
January. 5638 9021 31205 95 785 P -18

“We = our to what we 617 021 31206 90 741 P 11
doa't want eur byes to know 501 921 31506 W 85 P 02

keep,” Steve pointed out. “However, 84 3 32105 91 86 P 05
we also don't want our culls marketed ss oMo T2 Saes e T P 69
breeding stock. When we sell, they are sMe 2t 32106 @ T P A3
offered as slaughter or non-breeding stock S02R 152 31106 %8 M2 P i
only. It's just a wise decision to only keep S127IR 152 31605 83 818 P a3
hwmtymmd-mtheh-d- * Full brother 1o KC Design

Charoleis well. They have produced top
genetic leaders in the breed and have been

We sell by private treaty. The bull lsted
above are herd sire prospects avaiiable for
your selection along with others not isted.
Bulls are semen tested and ultrasounded.
For more information, give us a call.

In the early 1990s, South Dekota State
University in Brookings bought a Keppen
bull. At the time, Steve Goodfellow of
Bruce, South Dakots, was running SDSU’s
Beef Breeding Unit.

Upon seeing the bull, Goodfellow said,
“That’s quite a bulll”

“What a compliment,” Steve recalled.
“... especially from an Angus breeder.”

Continued on page 10
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